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In a general sense, fraud refers to any actions that include deviant acts aimed at false representation of certain facts through words, actions or deliberate hiding of relevant information, which then results in the deception of another person who will use the false information to his legal disadvantage (West’s Encyclopedia of American Law, 2008). Fraud is a type A offense since it is more serious and often requires law enforcement attention and is classified as a property crime because it typically does not involve physical damage to a person NIBRS (US DOJ, 2012). The most common victims of fraud include older individuals, illiterate people, individuals who frequently take risks, such as routine gamblers, and people who are open to bizarre ways of acquiring wealth (Carlson, 2018). In the United States, there were 2.68 million total fraud reports in 2020 (Elite Personal Finance, 2021). The states with the most incidences of fraud include Florida, with 9.93 reports per 1,000 people and 208.443 total complaints, and other states Georgia, Nevada, and Delaware, also had a high prevalence of fraud reports (Elite Personal Finance, 2021). The least populated states were found to be safer than those with a larger population (Elite Personal Finance, 2021).
The earliest historical accounts of fraud indicate that it has always been illegal, with ancient Greece in the 6th Century BCE and ancient Egypt outlawing the use of false currencies, as well as inaccurate weights and counterfeit pieces of art which were sold to unknowing buyers (Trulioo, 2020). In the Roman Empire, notable records of fraudulent activities include a fraudster selling the “rights to the Roman throne to the highest bidder for 25,000 sesterces per soldier” despite the seller not owning the throne (Trulioo, 2020). Various instances of fraud were also recorded across the 18th and 19th Centuries, such as the sale of the Brooklyn Bridge to tourists and the inflation of share prices (Trulioo, 2020). Notable frauds in the 1900s included Frank Abagnale’s exploits, identity theft by the Roselli brothers, and phone-line scams in the 1800s (Trulioo, 2020). In the 2000s, Ponzi schemes, false accounting, bribery, and cyber fraud surged due to technological advances (Trulioo, 2020). Present-day deviant acts that are classified as fraud include impersonation, welfare fraud, wire fraud, ATM & credit card fraud, false pretenses, among others (US-DOJ, 2012).
Fraud can be explained using the Social Control Theory which assumes that individuals are motivated to abide by the law based on their convictions, personal principles, and relationships with other individuals (Ikechi & Anthony, 2020).  According to this theory, a person is less likely to engage in a crime if he has a strong moral framework and feels relevant to his society through quality relationships with other individuals in the community (Ikechi & Anthony, 2020). Apart from one’s moral conscience, law-abiding behavior is also controlled by social authorities who punish or reward certain behaviours and the feeling that one’s needs are being valued in the community (Ikechi & Anthony, 2020). Based on this theory, fraudsters are most likely individuals who feel unimportant to society because they feel that their needs are not being considered. Furthermore, they do not have a strong moral conscience that discourages them from engaging in fraudulent activities. Moreover, most of them may be isolated from their communities or families. These factors minimize the conviction that fraud is wrong among these individuals, thereby increasing their chances of engaging in the crime.
Various deterrence strategies against fraudsters have been suggested and applied in recent years. Firstly, people are encouraged to avoid replacing due diligence with automation, as the latter makes it easier for fraudsters to find loopholes in the regulations and guidelines surrounding a particular situation (Krishnan, 2014a). Additionally, prevention strategies against fraud should be customized to certain localities depending on the culture, behaviors, practices, and beliefs of the people in that specific area because fraudsters often depend on the weaknesses of individuals based on these factors (Krishnan, 2014a). Consequently, individuals are encouraged to pay close attention to the regulations surrounding certain circumstances to identify any activities that are not legal and possible ways in which fraudsters can manipulate these regulations (Krishnan, 2014a). Also, organizations and bodies should be vigilant in conducting a root cause analysis every time a lapse in the process is identified, after which they should carry out an adequate investigation to uncover the perpetrator (Krishnan, 2014b). Subsequently, the offenders should be punished to discourage similar behavior, but they should also identify how these offenders were able to deceive others (Krishnan, 2014b).
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